End of Autumn Term 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
We have made it to the end of term. The staff have been very busy over the last few weeks, trying to
make Christmas as special as they could, for the children. I hope that we have succeeded in doing this.
There have been trips to The Roxy, Christmas Parties, Talent Shows, Christmas Jumper days and the
Christmas show at The Coronation Hall, Every class will visit the Parish Church to look at the Nativity
Scenes, before the end of term. There have also been craft sessions and singing outdoors.
Birkrigg did manage to perform a short Nativity Play and I hope that their parents enjoy the DVD. It
will be a souvenir of Reception’s first Christmas in school.
All of the children contributed towards the Church Walk at Christmas CD. I hope that the end result has
captured some of the magic that we all look forward to, in school at Christmas. Thank you to Mrs Clark
for adding the finishing touches to the songs, so that all of the children’s voices can be heard.
This has been a term unlike any other and everyone is very tired.
The children have been brilliant, in accepting the new routines and adapting to the way that school has
to operate. They have never complained and have taken everything in their stride.
Arrangements for the next few days.
Head teachers have been asked by the Department of Education and Public Health, to be “on call” until
Christmas Eve. This is to ensure that if anyone from school tests positive, we can assist in tracing contacts. If any child tests positive for Covid 19 on Saturday 19th December or Sunday 20th December,
please could parents contact me directly on this number 07922059078. Please note, it is for emergencies and should only be used if your child receives a positive test result. After the weekend,
Cumbria Public Health will contact me if anyone needs to be informed of a positive case and has to isolate. I sincerely hope that it will not be necessary and everyone can enjoy Christmas.
Funding
We completed a funding application for BAE Systems towards STEM resources and have received
£707.00 . This will be spent on data loggers that all classes will be able to use. We are very grateful to
BAE Systems for their support.

‘Teach children how they should live
and they will remember it all their lives’

..

Friends of Church Walk
A huge thank you to the Friends for paying for the children to go to The Roxy and
the Coronation Hall. They have also paid for the selection boxes. These treats
made Christmas even better for the children in school, this year.
Party Donations

Thank you to everyone who sent in donations for the Christmas party food. We had
a surplus of £55.00. We have donated this to St Mary’s Hospice, along with a copy
of the Church Walk At Christmas CD. We would normally take the school choir to
sing carols to the staff and patients and donate money from the Christmas Nativity
plays. It is always an important part of Christmas at school and we don’t want to
forget them.

Last Day Of Term
On Friday 18th December, children can wear Christmas jumpers or non uniform.
School will finish after lunch. Collection times will be staggered to help social distancing.
Birkrigg and Hoad Classes

finish at 1.10pm

Newlands and Springfield Classes finish at 1.20pm

Monday 4th January
If your child attends Breakfast club and After School Club, you will be aware that
they will not be starting until Tuesday 5th January. Children who normally attend
Breakfast Club can be dropped off in the school playground from 8.30am on Monday 4th January, if parents require it.

Monday 4th January

School starts for the Spring term

Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February Half Term
Thursday 1st April

Last day of the Spring term

Thank you to all of our families for the support this term and for adhering to the procedures that are in place. I know that it has been hard for everyone and at times,
frustrating. Let’s hope that 2021 is a better year for us all and the children and staff
can return, feeling refreshed and ready for the new term.
Have a lovely Christmas and New Year.

