February 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,

This feels like a very long half term; I’m sure that it does for you too.
After the Prime Minister’s announcement last week, that gave a provisional date of 8th March for
schools to start opening more widely, it looks likely that home learning will be continuing for at least another few weeks. I want to say how much I appreciate the efforts that you are making to keep your children engaged in this. I know that it is not easy.
Everyone has different circumstances at home and faces different challenges every day.
I have spoken to some parents this week who have been struggling to keep up with the home learning
and their own work commitments. A lot of the staff in school can also relate to this; they are trying to
keep up with teaching in the classrooms, planning and preparing the home learning, giving feedback to
children on Teams and Purple Mash, answering emails and queries from parents and managing the
home learning of their own children. This is very different to the last lockdown and teachers are trying
very hard to keep on top of everything and get to grips with recording some lessons as well as teaching
some live sessions.
Please just do what you can manage. If children can complete some maths and reading or writing activities every day, anything else is a bonus.
Birkrigg have started using Tapestry, an online platform which should help teachers and parents to upload activities and communicate more effectively. I am encouraged to see how many parents have engaged with this. Hoad class are now starting to use Microsoft Teams, like the juniors.
All classes are running online check in meetings, to give the children a chance to see each other and
their teachers and to find out how every one is doing. The junior classes will also be running some
online maths sessions for small groups. We are taking a varied approach to home learning as it is important that it works for everyone in some form or another. Not all families can access live sessions,
due to their own work commitments or older children sharing laptops etc. Recent experience also
shows that technology is great when it is working, but extremely frustrating when it isn’t!
I worry about the amount of time that children are spending on screens and accessing technology. I
find it hard, sitting at a computer all day and reading a screen, so can sympathise if children struggle to
engage. They should be active and learn from different experiences. too. With this in mind, we will be
planning some family activities for the afternoons, in the last week before half term. If you have more
than one child in our school, they can do the same activities, rather than lots of different things.

‘Teach children how they should live
and they will remember it all their lives’

Keep Fit with Mr Leach
We have been thinking of some activities that the whole school can become involved in; Mr
Leach our Sports Apprentice, has set up an exercise challenge and some live exercise sessions that the children will be able to join in with. He will update children further through
Teams and weekly home learning.
Lateral Flow Testing
Last week saw the introduction of lateral flow testing for staff who are coming into school. All
staff who are in school have been offered the opportunity to participate in twice weekly testing. These tests are to be undertaken at home prior to staff coming into school. All results are
collated by school and by the Government.
Critical Worker Places
The demand for school places is still increasing. I have been working hard to ensure the provision we have in school is as safe as possible for the children who have to access it, under
the critical worker category and also for the staff who are in school, working in the bubbles.
The Government do offer guidance around access to places in school however, this is guidance and not statutory. Schools use the Government Guidance to begin planning the best
way forward for their school and we are also advised by the Local Authority. This guidance
and advice then needs to be considered along with the availability of places for vulnerable
groups .
The situation is currently that the year 3 and 4 bubble is full on most days and I am having to
turn people away. The other bubbles are also nearing capacity for some sessions. I would
urge any parents who are critical workers, to only ask for school provision if you do not have
any other alternative or family members who can provide child care.
Free School Meal Vouchers
Cumbria County Council will provide vouchers for those children eligible for Free School
Meals, over February half term. This will be the same as the process for over Christmas. Details will be sent out to families next week.

If you need anything, please contact school and we will do our best to help.
Best wishes,
Susan Davies

Dates for this term
Half term
Red Nose Day
End of Spring term
Summer term begins

Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February
Friday 19th March
Thursday1st April
Monday 19th April

..

