January 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
Happy New Year. I hope that you managed to enjoy Christmas, despite the restrictions.
This term looks like it is going to be just as challenging, if not more so than the last.
In this rapidly changing situation, we need to make contingency plans and be prepared for every eventuality. We all want schools to stay open but the data shows that the virus is increasing rapidly in parts
of Cumbria and it may be necessary to close.
I understand that a lot of parents are anxious and some have made the decision to keep their children
off school. As we have been told to remain open, the current guidance states that the absence is unauthorised and staff are unable to provide home learning activities.
Possible School Closure
The school may have to fully or partially close in the following scenarios:•
If a class has to self isolate due to a positive case of Coronavirus
•
There may be a partial or full closure if staffing levels are deemed to be so low that is would be
unsafe to open.
•
If Governors feel that it is unsafe to remain open, due to increasing cases of the virus .
•
If the school closes - upon the direction of the DfE and the Local Authority - we will resort to remaining open for those children of critical workers and children who are deemed ‘vulnerable’. Full
guidance on who is classed as critical workers, can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/
guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision

Please could you complete the survey below as it will help to give us an indication of the number of
children who are eligible to attend school, in the event of school closure.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PXXM6XF

‘Teach children how they should live
and they will remember it all their lives’

Home Learning
If we have to close, teachers will revert to home learning. Lessons, timetables, links,
activities etc will be emailed out to all parents and will be uploaded on to the online
learning platforms used in school – Purple Mash for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
and Microsoft Teams for Years 3,4,5 and 6.
Paper copies of work will be sent out and prioritised for families who have told us
that they cannot access the internet.
Please ensure your child has their log in details. These can be reset if they have
been lost.
The staff will keep in touch with children and families through emails, Purple Mash
and Microsoft Teams and work will be marked regularly. If work is completed on paper, or in home learning exercise books, please return them to school when it is
possible to do so.
Swimming
We usually have swimming lessons for children from Year 2 to Year 6, during the
Spring term. As we are in Tier 4, this has been postponed.
Dates for this term
Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February
Thursday 1st April

Half term

Last day of Spring term

I am sorry to have to start the New Year with this news as it is the last thing that I
want to do.
We are all living in uncertain times. I will keep you updated if and when I have any
further details.
Best wishes,
Susan Davies
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